- e 6 @ Oe-N ” LA Ve § A § A% e B = @

Pastor Paul & Phyllis
Zwarich

It is hard to believe that we are
almost half-way through the
Lenten Season and fast
approaching Holy Week. Now,
I know that “It’s the most
wonderful time of the year,”
1s normally a sentiment that we
apply to Christmas, but for me,
Holy Week fits this description.
And for good reason, because
there is something special and
up lifting when we as
individuals and as a congrega-
tion immerse ourselves in the
story that is at the heart of our
Christian faith. Jesus gave up
everything, even life itself, to
draw us closer into a relation-
ship with our Heavenly Father.
The Good News of Holy Week
is this: “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal
life. ‘Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might

be saved through him.’”
John 3:16-17
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Pastor’s Message
/o lent

As we continue our journey
toward Holy Week, let us
remember what the Lenten
Season is all about. Lent
prepares us for the observance
of Jesus Christ's suffering,
death, and resurrection for us.
Lent is a season of repentance
and sorrow for sin. Lent is a
time of self-examination in
light of the Ten Command-
ments; Lent is a time of giving
up of sinful behavior, a time of
personal housecleaning. Lent is
a time of commitment to the
new life of Christ begun in
baptism. Lent is a time of
disciplined study of Scripture
and a time of growing in faith.
Lent is a busy season.

In recent years Lent has also
become a time to remember
our baptism. Lent is a time to
reflect on the impact of
baptism on our lives, and to ask
ourselves how we are doing.
But most important of all, Lent
is a time of renewal and new
beginnings, as we through faith
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apply the complete forgiveness
won by Christ's death to our
lives. In other words, Lent
heightens our awareness that
we desperately need Jesus
Christ.

Lent indeed is “The Most
Wonderful Time of the Year.”

Blessings to you in your
Lenten journey.

Paustor Paul
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Assist. Minister Reader Technology
DATE Greeter Usher Acolyte Communion Assist. (Lactor) Assistants Flowers Altar Guild
Mar 7 Pam John Joyce Valerie John Ulrich &
3 Sun of Lent Ulrich Ulrich 0O’Connell Bluthardt Pedro Montanez
Mar 14 Phyllis John Ulrich & Valerie Bluthardt
4% Sun of Lent Zwarich Pedro Montanez for the month of
Mklrch
Mar 21 Pam John Ann Valerie John Ulrich &
5% Sun of Lent Ulrich Ulrich Helm Bluthardt Pedro Montanez
Mar 28 Margaret John Ulrich &
Palm Sunday Leifeste Pedro Montanez
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Calvary, here is another
excerpt from the Women’s
ELCA Daily Grace that I
thought was thought
provoking.

PRAYER, FASTING, AND ALMSGIVING

For centuries and centuries, people have observed
Lent with prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. That
second one, fasting, is where the idea of kids giving
chocolate eggs came from. But Scripture gives us
other more meaningful ways to fast. God speaks
through the prophet Isaiah:

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds
of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is
it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring
the homeless poor into your house when you see the
naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from
your own kin? (Isaiah 58:6-7)

Now that is a fast.

This message is an excerpt from NMeaningful ways
to observe Holy Lent monthly devotion by Audrey
Novak Riley.

Prayer
arnil

FASTING

And, here is the Y for
the acronym P.R.A.Y.

YIELD: The Fourth Step in Effective Prayer

Psalm 37:4 provides us the “Y” in the acronym
P-R-A-Y, the four elements to effective prayer we
have been discussing over the last few devotionals.

FY [ SWRSND A S Yy

Here is what Psalm 37:4 says,

Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall
give you the desires of your heart.

Now the Hebrew word for delight in this verse liter-
ally means to become soft or pliable. This means that
“delighting” in the Lord is assuming a yielded
posture before God.

So the “Y” in P-R-A-Y stands for yield. The
question is: How do you practice yielding to God
when you pray? Yielding is when you stop talking,
and you wait, listen, and seek to hear from God.

In my own practice of prayer, I will often bow before
God and ask Him, “God, is there anything You want
to say to me? Do You have any instructions for me?
Is there anything You want me to change?”

Then I silently wait for Him to speak to me.

As you assume this posture of being yielded and
waiting quietly before Him, you will be surprised at
some of the things that come to your attention: “You
need to spend more time with your daughter,” “Take
your wife out on a date,” “Bake your neighbor a pie
and build a bridge over which the gospel can travel,”
“Spend more time praising Me,” “Show your
gratitude and appreciation for those who have been
helping you in your life.”

You will indeed hear from God if you ask Him to
speak into your heart, and wait silently before Him.

That is the last element of effective prayer: praise,
repent, ask, yield. Your prayers can indeed be
effective if you commit to these four principles.
That is how to P-R-A-Y.

Take delight in the Lord , and
he will give you the desires of
your heart.

Psalms 37:4 NIV
https://psalm.bible/psalm-37-4
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Hello everyone. Each my baptismal certificate. There is work to be
Sunday, Pastor ends the |found it! | hope you did done, but | am inspired
service with "Go in too. And Isharedthe  byasonglremember

peace. Share the Good sermon. Such agreat  from church that
News" and we respond story and easy to share. repeats in my mind,
enthusiastically "Thanks It reminded me about  very simply "This is my

be to God. And my personal story of story, this is my song.
weeeeeee willl" We who Jesus is in my Jesus my Savior all the
rush out of church eager life. What was my life  day long". | know each
to share with someone like when | was not of you has a story, too.
what we have heard. close to Jesus compared Share it with someone
And then we hurryon  to when | was in his and tell them about

to challenges we face in Word and listeningto  John 3:16. We are the
our lives, especially right him for forgiveness and great commission and
now, and we forget. grace and guidance? called to SHARE THE
One Sunday when | got What have | learned GOOD NEWS.

home | remembered the from his Word that |

sermon "What's in your really want others to A Helmv
wallet?" and looked for know and believe.

Join us as we continue an online
devotional for Lent using
YouVersion, a free Bible app you
can use on your phone ,ipad, or
computer. Call or email Ann Helm

for a link or for help downloading

Ii::::i:(;@qmail com - ‘J Lﬂ]l[['uﬂ
Phone: 325 -340 6227 S[[][l}’ Sﬂ]‘[[—}ﬂ
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Evangelism continued. ..

Dear NT-NL:

For the first time in our history, the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana
Synod has experienced a natural disaster that has impacted every
community in all four states in our territory. Congregations and
individuals have been displaced, income has been lost, and additional
trauma has been inflicted on our leaders and members.

In response to this, we are inviting you to make a special gift to our
Winter Storm Disaster Appeal. The funds raised will be used for three
purposes:

*Helping individuals who have lost income or had catastrophic damage
to their homes.

*Assisting congregations and/or parish schools who have high

deductibles to meet that might be beyond their capacity.
*Providing coaching opportunities for leaders to work productively
through this experience.

| invite you to give generously to this appeal so that we, as synod, can
respond to the needs of our communities as they do vital ministry on
the ground, as well as provide for the health and wellbeing of our
leaders. Please consider making a gift to this appeal online or by
sending checks marked "Winter Storm Appeal"” to NT-NL Synod ELCA,
680 Copper Canyon Rd, Argyle, TX 76226.
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"What does the L.ord require of you but
to do jusgice,
il to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God.”

Micah 6:8
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Todd & Barbara
Walker

Calvary, Thank you to everyone who sent

me Birthday and Valentines cards. | had a
wonderful Birthday, and | appreciate every
card. Blessings to Everyone,

Sy e

MARG

BIRTHDAYS

Helen

Brandenberger

2 Mark Mitchell

5 Jill Zuehlke

13 Joyce Rowoldt

24 Dorothy St. Germain
26 Corey Sanford

27 Jo McCormick




Prayers for Healing and Strength
Danny McLaughlin James & Norma Kahlig David Van Houten
Glady Jones Larry Ross Phyllis Zwari ph®s son
Ollie Holland Karla Hariman )
Jo Yy ce OoO®Conneg I |H®a$|ng Of foot/leg Margle Rose
great -granddaughter Hank Rose®s mom
JoNita Schwarz Mari9 Luna . . Rosalee King
Trinity Miles Marie Willig@ms ®Asmanda Bori
Y brother -in-law "9
COVID Leifeste®s nliece
In the Military
Jessica Arnold Brandon Cross Kristy Simon
Turner Bickford Zach Fleming James Walton
Ross Bogard Austin Seamands Curtis Williamson
Alex Conover Adam Zucker
Our Shut-ins
Conway Ahrens Barbara Fumagalli Travis Raab
Helen Brandenberger Irene Hunter Lee Rose
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Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
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Calvary Lutheran| Church

3231 College Hills Boulevard
San Angelo, TX 76904

Phone: 325-944-1116
Website: calvarysa.org
E-mail: secretary@calvarysa.org
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